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R 021449Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5085 
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PLEASE PASS TO ALLEN KEESEE (OPIC) 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EINV ET 
SUBJECT: TAW 

REF: A. STATE 178716 B. STATE 68448 C. 1976 ADDIS 
9915 D. 1976 ADDIS 8152 

1 . AS EXPLAINED REFS C AND D, NEITHER NATIONAL BANK OF 
ETHIOPIA NOR COMMERICAL BANK WILL DIVULGE INFORMATION 
CONCERNING CUSTOMER ACCOUNTS WITHOUT EXPLICIT PER- 
MISSION FROM CUSTOMER. 

2. EMBOFF DISCUSSED INFORMALLY WITH ATO ASRAT, LOCAL 
TAW REPRESENTATIVE, CURRENT STATUS OF TAW'S BUSINESS 
ACTIVITIES IN ETHIOPIA. ACCORDING TO ASRAT. TAW CASH 
FLOW IN ETHIOPIA IS "VERY LOW" AND NOT EXPECTED TO 
IMPROVE IN THE NEAR FUTURE AS BUSINESS WINDS DOWN. 

HE ALSO COMMENTED THAT TAW CONTINUES TO REMIT FUNDS 
OUT OF ETHIOPIA. 

3. COMMENT: BASED ON ASRAT’S OBSERVATIONS, WE BELIEVE 
TAW BANK ACCOUNT HERE LIKELY TO BE VERY LOW. EMBOFF'S 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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DISCUSSION WITH ASRAT SHOULD NOT BE DIVULGED AS IT 
WOULD JEOPARDIZE EMBASSY'S ABILITY TO DISCUSS TAW'S 
AFFAIRS WITH ASRAT. 

TIENKEN 
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